Growth rate of pulmonary metastases in human sarcomas.
The growth rate of spherical pulmonary metastases was studied in 15 patients with osseous and soft tissue sarcoma. The median volume doubling time (Dt) was 25 days. The time from diagnosis of the primary tumor to occurrence of pulmonary metastases correlated directly with the length of Dt. No correlation between Dt and tumor histology was observed. The effect of therapy on the tumor growth curve was studied in 1 patient. The therapeutic implications derived from the quantitative evaluation of tumor growth rate are discussed.